SMTL Dressings Datacard

Product Name: INTRASITE GEL

Classification Name: Dressing Hydrogel, Amorphous

Manufacturer: Smith & Nephew Medical Ltd

Description

[*** display ps-intrasite ***]

[*** linked intrasite-01 ***]Intrasite, is a colourless transparent aqueous gel, which contains 2.3% of a modified carboxymethylcellulose (CMC) polymer together with propylene glycol (20%) as a humectant and preservative. When placed in contact with a wound, the dressing absorbs excess exudate and produces a moist environment at the surface of the wound, without causing tissue maceration.

Indications

Intrasite may be applied to many different types of wound, including [*** linked l-ulc-venous-01 ***] leg ulcers, [*** linked p-sore-g4-01 ***] pressure sores , surgical wounds and [*** linked extrav-01 ***]extravasation injuries. It is of particular value in the treatment of [*** linked extrav-02 ***] dry, sloughy, or necrotic wounds, promoting rapid debridement by facilitating rehydration and autolysis of dead tissue. In the management of granulating wounds, Intrasite prevent desiccation, and thus facilitates re-epithelialisation. The gel can form a useful vehicle for the topical application of antimicrobial agents such as metronidazole. Such preparations may be used, in combination with systemic therapy, for the management of wound odour caused by infection with sensitive organisms.

Contra-Indications

Although there are no known contra-indications to the use of Intrasite as a topical wound dressing, the material is not ideally suited for application to wounds that are exuding very heavily.

Method of use

Intrasite should be introduced into the wound to a minimum depth of 5 mm, and covered with a sterile secondary dressing. Any unused dressing should be discarded. The selection of the secondary dressing will be governed by the condition of the wound. If significant quantities of exudate are anticipated, a simple absorbent pad may be used, held in position with tape or a bandage, as appropriate. On lightly exuding wounds, a less permeable secondary dressing may be required, such as a perforated film absorbent dressing (Melolin or Telfa, for example).

If the wound is very dry, a more occlusive covering may be used to reduce water vapour loss and to prevent the dressing drying out. A film dressing such as Opsite Flexigrid is suitable for this purpose. In the management of difficult wounds such as the hand or foot, the dressing may be retained on the wound in a suitably shaped plastic bag, [*** linked intras-extrav-03 ***] forming a simple glove or boot . Intrasite may be introduced into narrow wounds or [*** linked gel-sinus-01 ***] sinuses using a syringe and quill.

Frequency of Change

The interval between dressing changes will depend entirely upon the state of the wound. On heavily exuding or malodorous wounds, daily changes will be required; but on dry wounds, the dressing may be changed on alternate days. It is recommended that the dressing is not left ‘in-situ’ for longer than three days between changes. At the discretion of the medical officer in charge, wounds that show evidence of clinical infection may be dressed with Intrasite, which should be changed daily and systemic antibiotic therapy commenced as appropriate.

Warnings

Intrasite contains propylene glycol, which has been reported to be a potential irritant and sensitising agent in a very small number of patients. If a patient should exhibit any signs or symptoms of an adverse reaction to Intrasite, treatment should be discontinued at once. Each container should only be used for a single patient, and any unused gel should be discarded.

Presentation

Intrasite is presented individually packed in a plastic dispenser sterilised by steam.

Storage

Intrasite should be stored in a cool dry place. The shelf life is three years.

Sizes

8 gram Applipak

15 gram Applipak*

25 gram Applipak

*available on Drug Tariff.

Bibliography

1. Thomas S, et al., A new approach to the treatment of extravasation injury in neonates, Pharm. J., 1987, 239, 584-585.

2. Thomas S, et al., The antimicrobial properties of two metronidazole medicated dressings used to treat malodorous wounds, Pharm. J., 1991, 246, 264-266.

3. Thomas S, et al., A comparison of the wound cleansing properties of two hydrogel dressings, J. Wound Care, 1993, 2, (5) 272-274.

Revision Details

Revision Author Dr S. Thomas Revision No 1.4 Revision date 1997/12/16

Please inform SMTL of any inaccuracies or changes required in this datacard.

Disclaimer

This datacard has been prepared as an aid to contracting for purchasers in the NHS in Wales, and should not be used as a substitute for literature, instructions or training from the manufacturers of the devices.